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in the case of the phenols. "When the fractional distil-
lations are started it will be found that the bases contain
more or less moisture, and great care must be exercised
in heating the glass still at the start. The bases
appear to have a strong affinity for small quantities of
moisture, and absorb moisture from the air very rapidly,
and it is therefore a good plan to keep a stick of caustic
potash or soda in all the receiving bottles for the various
fractions, as by so doing the bases are prevented from
absorbing as much moisture as they otherwise would.

PREPARATION OF NORMAL PARAFFINS.
The normal paraffins are best prepared from 735
specific gravity naphtha by treating the latter in the
following way.
Two gallons of naphtha are run into a carboy (A,
Fig. 67) which is fitted with a condenser (B) and con-
nection (C) common to the funnel (D) and air inlet pipe
(E), and placed in the tub (F). After a supply of
cold water has been turned into the condenser jacket
and allowed to overflow into the tub F, one quart of a
mixture of one part of fuming nitric acid and one part
of strong sulphuric acid is poured into the carboy
through the funnel D, and, having placed a plug (M) on
the funnel, the mixture of acids and naphtha is to be
agitated by connecting E with an air blower (Fletcher's
foot bellows answer the purpose well). After a few
minutes' agitation, the contents of the carboy will com-
mence to heat, and may possibly get sufficiently hot to
cause the naphtha to distil, and in that case the agitation
s